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Independent Retail Europe sounds alarm bell over energy situation of SME retailers 

 
 
Independent Retail Europe calls on EU policy makers and Member States to do everything in their power to 
assist SME retailers with soaring energy bills and to adopt and execute rapidly measures for emergency 
intervention.  
 
Many SME retailers are obliged to conclude new energy contracts NOW, with often between fivefold to 
tenfold price increases. Under these conditions, they may have to close shop, as current energy costs make 
their businesses unprofitable. Particularly SME retailers in the food supply chain are heavily affected, as their 
cooling systems have to function continuously. 
 
Certain Member States already have introduced temporary measures to support businesses on the basis of 
the State Aid Crisis Framework. However, not all SME retailers can benefit from these supports or, when they 
can, these are often insufficient.  
 
At the same time, SMEs are required to invest in digitalisation and sustainability measures, among which 
long-term energy efficiency solutions. We strongly support these initiatives and our membership is taking 
measures in this direction, but with the current energy prices, they see their plans derail. 
 
SME retailers are essential to EU communities and to their food supply. We therefore urge EU policy makers 
and Member States to speed up their plans for emergency interventions.  
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Independent Retail Europe 
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Independent Retail Europe 

Established in 1963, Independent Retail is the European association that acts as an umbrella organisation for groups of 

independent retailers in the food and non-food sectors. 

Independent Retail Europe represents retail groups characterised by the provision of a support network to independent 

SME retail entrepreneurs; joint purchasing of goods and services to attain efficiencies and economies of scale, as well 

as respect for the independent character of the individual retailer.  

Our members are groups of independent retailers, associations representing them as well as wider service organizations 

built to support independent retailers. 

Independent Retail Europe represents 23 groups and their over 417.800 independent retailers, who manage more than 

753.500 sales outlets, with a combined retail turnover of more than 1,320 billion euros and generating a combined 

wholesale turnover of 484 billion euros. This represents a total employment of more than 6.500.000 persons.  

Find more information on our website, on Twitter, and on LinkedIn. 
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